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The Rocky Mountain Carriage Club  

rockymountaincarriageclub.org 

President’s Message 
 
I hope everyone had a Happy New Year and 2021 is looking promising. During the 
off season it is good to do a safety check and look over your harness and equip-
ment for any signs of weakness or failure. Fix or order any replacements so when 
the weather is good you can drive and have fun. Clean and organize your trailer, 
have an equine and human first aid kit ready.  
 
Joe Johnson is graciously offering a carriage maintenance lecture on March 20th, 
2021 at Nancy Bruckhauser’s. This is a great opportunity to learn how to check 
your carriages and if you’re handy do the maintenance on them. (see page 2) 
 
Florida has been treating me well with the many different learning opportunities. 
Getting to meet many people from all over the U.S. has been interesting. Discuss-
ing how other clubs are organized, run and what events they hold has been educa-
tional. I do miss my horses, clients and friends from home! 
 

Ears up, wheels down, drive safe! 
  

Kerri Rochon 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 2021 
Now accepting online payments at PayPal 

rockymtncarriageclub@gmail.com 
 
Members: membership dues are due before the end of March, 2021.  If your dues are not 
in by the end of March, there will be a $15 fee for participating in any club horse related 
activities until dues are paid.   
Send your dues to:   RMCC, P.O. Box 771, Firestone, CO 80520 or via PayPal 

2021 
Calendar 

On  
Page 4 

Training & Goals 
Resources: 

 
Coachman’s Delight 

(online training courses) 

American Driving Society 
(education materials) 

Carriage Association of America 
(education materials) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/197434263603658/
https://coachmansdelight.com/online-learning/
https://www.americandrivingsociety.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=548049&module_id=402012
https://www.caaonline.com/
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Carriage Maintenance Clinic 
 

Joe Johnson will be giving a presentation on carriage maintenance.   
Saturday—March 20, 2021  10:30am 

Nancy Bruckhauser’s barn— 9629 County Road 11, Longmont 
 

                                                                                                                                          Coffee and sweets provided. 
 
The talk will cover wheel maintenance: wheel safety, wheel bearings, etc.; welds, bolts, overall carriage maintenance.   
THERE IS NO carriage maintenance being performed on any individual carriage.  This is a talk only with demonstrations.  
 
Everyone will need to bring a chair and wear a mask.  Warm attire is suggested; the building is not heated. 
 
Please RSVP to Nancy, 303-775-7303, either call or text, email: nbruck@earthlink.net   
In case of bad weather, check in the AM with Nancy. 
 

 

Let’s Talk Safety 
By: Diane Russell 
 
The purpose this club exists is to educate those interested in driving 
horses. Yes, we host events for our enjoyment, but the purpose is to 
increase our knowledge, skill and safety. We have chosen to participate 
in a dangerous sport and cannot eliminate all hazards and accidents. 
However, we are each responsible for following good safety protocols to 
reduce hazardous conditions for ourselves, as well as, other partici-
pants. Going forward, I will be trying to put together bits of information to 
share here in the newsletter. This edition is focused on RESPONSIBIL-
ITY.  
 
Rocky Mountain Carriage Club By-Laws:  
Section 2: Purpose.  
 
The Club is organized exclusively for the charitable and educa-
tional purposes within the meaning of section 501(c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. The Club's purposes include the edu-
cation of individuals in the art of driving horse-drawn vehicles 
and the training of equines used to draw vehicles so as to im-
prove and develop their driving capabilities and safety proce-
dures; the education of the public about the sport of carriage 
driving and about the history of various horse drawn vehicles; 
and to support locally the purposes and activities of the Ameri-
can Driving Society.  
 

2021 American Driving Society Rulebook 
General Rules 
Chapter 3 – Safety 
Article 5 Responsibilities of Drivers and Officials 
 
5.1  All persons involved in the competition: drivers, passengers, 
grooms, officials, spectators, etc., should keep safety foremost in 
their minds. Having the horse under control at all times is a safe-
guard not only for a driver and his passengers, but for everyone 
involved in the sport.  
 
5.2  The judge must eliminate from a class or competition, or dis-
qualify from an event, any entry with an unsafe vehicle, unruly 
horse(s) or driver clearly without sufficient control.  
 
5.3  In the case of an accident, the judge or management may 
require a safety inspection of the vehicle and/or harness involved 
before allowing further use at the event.  
 
5.4  It is the responsibility of each driver to ensure that harness 

and vehicle are in good repair and structurally sound.  
 
5.5  It is the responsibility of each driver to ensure that his horse 
or horses are physically fit to fulfill the tasks required of them.  
 

As you can see from both the RMCC By-Laws and American Driving 
Society Rules, which we follow, safety is a primary concern. What can 
you do to promote safety when participating in club events or at home?  
 
How about enlisting a helper? When you come to an event, you should 
plan on having a header. Yes, even for minis and small ponies.  You 
don’t have to have a navigator in VSE and Small Pony competition. But, 
ground help should always be available. Don’t rely on finding someone 
at the event, unless you have already made those arrangements. Your 
helper does not necessarily need to be a driver. But, a knowledgeable 
horse person is a smart choice. And...it makes it easier to load your 
carriage in the trailer. Don’t forget to take care of them! Treat with a 
meal, favor in return, maybe a gift card. Just make sure they know that 
they are appreciated and will be willing to help again. 
 
Next, is your equine ready for what you are asking it to do? Have you 
trained at home and feel ready to add the next step of venturing out? 
Your basics should be solid before harnessing and driving in a group 
setting, away from home. Does your horse have a good ‘Whoa”? Does 
he stand for harnessing and hitching well? Have you done despooking 
exercises and exposed him to all kinds of distractions. Do you have a 
plan of how to handle a spook? Are you confident that your horse is in 
control? Ground driving without a carriage is great for exposing them to 
new surroundings and new tasks. Can you ground drive through obsta-
cles and at a Derby? Clear it with the organizer, but I am confident that it 
would be encouraged. After all, we are trying to educate our equines as 
well as us and most of our events are intended for training. It is your 
responsibility to not put others in danger due to your unprepared horse. 
 
Also to consider, is your equipment in good working order? You should 
inspect you vehicle and harness every time you use it. Check for loose 
bolts, broken or weak leather, working brakes, sound wheels, properly fit 
and harnessed horse. I see a lot of people asking online for recommen-
dations for cheap carts and harness, “to get started.” My response is 
always, buy better quality used, that cheap new!  Cheap harness usually 
does not fit properly, is usually made of inferior materials, and will set 
you up for frustration, failure and can be very dangerous. Would you 
rather put your teenage driver in a 1976 Cadillac “tank” or a 2021 Yugo 
“tuna can”?  I think I will take the tank.                          (cont. on page 3) 
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(Responsibilities cont. from page 2) 
Now that we have made sure our horse is educated and prepared, 
and our equipment is solid. Are we educating ourselves? Do we 
know the rules of the road in relation to driving horses? Do we have 
a plan to handle emergencies that may arise? Are we aware of our 
surroundings and potential  for unplanned events? In police work, 
that is called “Situational Awareness.” Be alert to your surround-
ings, other turnouts and potential for their mishaps.  When I was 
fairly new at driving, I was at an event in the warm up arena.  
Someone off-loaded their carriage from the trailer and hooked up.  
They forgot to release the brakes that had been set for the trailer 
ride.  Well, that carriage had it’s brakes locked and turned over 
behind us in the arena. This simple mistake could have created a 
disaster.  Fortunately, there was help right there to stop a runaway 
and I had been taught to use the blinders to keep my pony from 
seeing what might spook him. Scottie never reacted to the situation 
behind him and we were able to stay away from harm. I learned a 
valuable lesson. Check my equipment on every drive and be aware 
of what’s going on around me. Never allow complacency to set in. 
 
We each are responsible to know the rules of carriage driving. 
There are great resources available online. American Driving Soci-
ety has their rulebook posted, along with articles on driving and 
safety. Carriage Association of America has a library of driving 
books to purchase and a Driver Proficiency Program that we partic-
ipated in as a club several years ago. There are training webinars 
and training clinics for you to participate in. We have mentors, train-
ers and willing helpers among our members. We are all interested 
in a safe and fun driving experience.  
 
I will be forever grateful for the mentors that have come along side 
of me and taught me how to enjoy my ponies safely. The great 
thing about this sport is that although we are competitors, we are 
also friends and want each other to succeed. So, don’t be shy 
about seeking out someone more knowledgeable than you are and 
learn from them. We all have different areas of knowledge to share 
with each other. If you are the more experienced driver, be ap-
proachable and willing to help train up our successors. 
 
Coming up in March, there will be a vehicle maintenance seminar.  
Please join us as Joe Johnson, an experienced driver and carriage 
builder, will be giving a presentation to educate us on how to main-
tain our vehicles. Spring is a great time to get everything ready for 
the season and winter is a great time to catch up on reading, 
watching videos and maybe even participating in online webinars. 
There’s a lot of information readily available. Remember, it is your 
responsibility to ensure you have done your part to be safe when 
you show up at an event. As a club, we will strive to educate our 
members in regards to safe driving practices. We also want you to 
be safe at home.  
 
 Let’s get ready for a great season ahead. 

Items to consider on each drive from the  
ADS Pre-Competition Safety Check List 
ADS Rulebook Appendix CD-D  
 
Vehicle:  
 Wheels 
 Axels & 5th wheel 
 King bolts & singletree bolts 
 Shafts/pole/singletrees 
 Shaft couples/pole housings 
 
Horse:  
 Has your equine received regular training in driving 
 Does your entry stand quietly until directed to move off 
 Have teeth been checked for comfortable acceptance of 

the bit 
 Are shoes secure and suitable for the anticipated footing 

conditions 
 Will your entry be content to remain at a safe distance from 

others 
 Is your entry controllable in traffic and around other horses 
 
Harness & Bitting:  
 Checked for excessive wear 
 Checked for correct fit 
 
Driver:  
 Size/weight of vehicle and load appropriate for conditions 
 Can you manage your turnout in the presence of unfamiliar 

horses 
 Have you inspected your turnout/equipment thoroughly 
 Are you confident in your driving skills to participate in this 

event 
 Protective headgear-approved, properly fitted and fastened 
 Protective vest-properly fitted and fastened. Required for 

juniors 
 Medical armband-properly completed and displayed 
 
Spares Kit:  
 Halter & lead shank for each horse 
 Spare rein and trace or splices and leather punch,  
 Hame Strap if using collars 
 Pairs: spare Whipple tree (if used) 
 Teams: Spare Lead bar or Main bar 
 Wheel wrench to fit axle nuts 
 Knife suitable to cut harness 
 Length of rawhide, string or wire, or duct tape 
 Pliers-screwdrivers-small hammer 
 Hoof pick 
 First aid kit 
 Means of calling or signaling for help 
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https://eastgateengraving.espwebsite.com/ProductResults/?SearchTerms=rmcc&referrerPage=ProductResults&refPgId=518094380&referrerModule=QKSCHB


 

 

RMCC 2021 EVENTS CALENDAR 

Date/times subject to change; please check with organizer for any changes 
Please contact Kerri Rochon if you are interested in helping to organize an event. 

Newsletter Editor: RockyMtnCarriageClub@gmail.com                                           

A variety of opportunities are planned for driving and learning together in the coming months. Some are new events and repeating of some favorites.  Due to COVID-

19 impacts Watch for event updates in the monthly newsletters, email, Facebook and the website. We are always in need of volunteers to organize events and to help 

out on the day of events.  Many hands make light work and allow us all to enjoy these events.  

Events are open to members and non-members. A $15 fee will be charged to non-members at each event, who are participating in a horse-involved clinic or 

competition-type driving event.  

Non-horse activities and non-competitive 2nd Sunday Fun Drives will be outreach events and will remain open to non-members without additional costs.    

However, facility fees may apply at any event for all participants. They are separate from club fees and at the discretion of the property owner to cover their insur-

ance and incidental costs. 



 

 

Colorado Driving Society Calendar 2021 
Please check with event organizers or CDS communications platforms for updates. 
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Can you help to keep our club going and able to provide fun opportunities? 

Do you have a business to advertise? Know someone that does? Ask them. 

How about ordering a T-Shirt or Sweatshirt with the club logo? 



 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
COLORADO CDE 

 

June 26, 2020 
 
Due to the global pandemic of COVID-19, the difficulties of com-
plying with the ADS COVID-19 Action Plan, and the restrictions 
the State of Colorado puts on gatherings of people, the Colorado 
CDE committee has voted unanimously to cancel the 2020 Colora-
do CDE slated for September 25-27, 2020 at the Colorado Horse 
Park in Parker, CO. 
 
We regret the cancellation in light of the limited driving opportuni-
ties and the dedication to carry on in the face of uncertainty, but 
the resources, both financial, in the way of sponsorships and dona-
tions, and logistical, in the way of staff and volunteers, make the 
event unfeasible in this calendar year. 
 
Please stay with us as we forge ahead to make the 2021 Colorado 
CDE the best ever!  
  
Sincerely, 
 
Sal D’Alessandro, Colorado CDE Organizer 
Kristina Jensen, Colorado Driving Society President 
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Hutchison, Inc 
has generously stepped up as our 

Colorado CDE & CT 
Official Sponsor! 

 

Please support them in return by 
looking for the HW label when you 
buy stock panels, water troughs,  
feed tubs and so many more stable 
products. They have donated over 
$9,000 in materials to build the  
HW Stockyard Obstacle!  
We can't thank them enough. 
 



 

 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN CARRIAGE RESOURCE PAGE  

This page outlines resources for carriage drivers in the general Rocky Mountain 
area.  These listings are not advertising, but a listing outlining name, address, con-
tact information and services available.  The listings are free.  If you want to be 
listed on this page, please send an email with the information you want displayed 
to Diane at RockyMtnCarriageClub@gmail.com    

Bey Breze Farm, Loveland, CO 
Cleveland Bay Horses 
Lauralie Taubenheim, Glenn McGirr 
Breeding Quality Sport Horses 
Boarding, Training & Instruction 
970-663-0459 

Freedom Carriages & Farrier Service 
Joe Johnson, Bennett, CO 
Custom Built Carriage (2 or 4whl), restoration and repair,  
custom welding & metal fabrication, lessons & training 
Call for more information: 303-829-9089 
J76johnson@gmail.com 

    

Rocky Mountain Carriage and Harness Sales 
Jack Bloss, Berthoud, CO 
Carriage & Harness Sales, custom fittings for carriages &  
harness, lessons, consultations, clinics 
(Cell) 303-775-5258 
jackmbloss@gmail.com 

rockymountaincarriageandharness.com 

Silver Whip Farm 
Carol & Mike Ackerman, Ft Collins, CO 
Horse Boarding 
970-231-6773 
cjohnacker@gmail.com 

    

Raptor Ridge Equestrian, LLC 
Bill & Anne Wheeler, Owners 
Kris Wheeler, Resident Trainer 
Horse Boarding & Training on 326 Beautiful Acres 
Carriage Driving Encouraged! 
Loveland, CO 
970-669-1349 
 

PUT YOUR NAME & BUSINESS 
HERE FOR FREE 

Newsletter Advertising Rates: 
Club Members only (Nonmembers call for pricing) 
 

                             Once               6 mos                     1 yr 
Business Card        $10                $20                       $30 
1/4 page Ad            $20                $40                       $60 
1/2 page Ad            $30                $60                       $90 
Full page/Flyer       $40                $80                      $120 

 
ALL NEWSLETTER ITEMS MUST BE TO THE EDITOR 

BY THE 25TH OF THE MONTH. 
 
If after the 25th, there is no guarantee it will make it in that month.  Please email 
info to Diane Russell, Newsletter Editor: RockyMtnCarriageClub@gmail.com                                           

2020 RMCC Officers & Board of Directors  

President:     Kerri Rochon        720-684-9435      kerrirochon@hotmail.com  Board of Directors: 

V. Pres:         Denise Loewe       515-418-7013      flswissy@yahoo.com Carol Ackerman     970-231-6773     cjohnacker@gmail.com 

Secretary:     Katie Bright           970-381-8387      k8ebright@gmail.com Dee Deyen            970-224-5881      deyenfc23@gmail.com 

Treasurer:     Marte Alspaugh    303-530-1533      rockygirls@msn.com 
 

Diane Russell        303-319-5974      dlr@what-wire.com  
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Rocky Mountain Carriage Club 
Membership Application 

2021 
 

The annual rate is $35 per year for individual and $40 for family membership ( January 1 thru December 31).  The newsletter is 
emailed monthly to your email address.  
  
New _____    Renewal _____   Individual _____   Family ______  Youth _____   ADS Membership # ______________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone ________________________   Cell Phone _____________________  Business ____________________ 
 
Email ( please print clearly) _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
May we include your contact information on our member list?   Yes ___________    No  _________________________ 
 
Breed of horse (s) ___________________________________________  Vehicle Type _________________________  
 
Driving preferences:  Pleasure (show) _____  CDE _____   Dressage _____  Distance Driving _____ Recreation _____ 
 
Other ______________________________________ 
 
**Rocky Mountain Carriage Club utilizes social media and internet websites for marking and information sharing about our club 
activities.  Please see the Photo Release Form below and indicate your wishes 
 

Photo Release Form 
Permission to Use Photograph 

❑ I grant Rocky Mountain Carriage Club the right to take photograph of me or my child.  I agree that Rocky Mountain Carriage 
Club may use such photographs of me or my child for any lawful purpose, including for example such purposes as publicity, adver-
tising, social media and Website content. 
 
❑ I DO NOT grant Rocky Mountain Carriage Club the right to take photographs of me or my child 
 
I have read and understand the above: 
 
Signature:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Printed name of Participant/Parent/Guardian____________________________________________________ 
 
Name of child/children______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date__________________________________________ 
 
 
 
NOTE: All Newsletters are sent via email.  No snail mail newsletters are available. 
 
Send form and membership fee (payable to RMCC) to: Rocky Mountain Carriage Club, P.O. Box 771, Firestone, CO  80520  
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